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Vi doar Sisteri— |
Fon '-“111 bé safwisad 46 hezpe $hat o have bnd 2 veribtable flood on
. the coast nnd t.h 1t PP the iirst }rJ.T‘ﬂ aryone now living ‘mows r:.g s thi
_Iginnd hes hcar-:: n1most submerrod by a hinh tide, T will begin, howover, amd

give you a delsilad aceount of my cxperlence and what T beye laarmed was the

experignee of others dicving thob very irzying daw,

= . ihe mﬂnd;hssi Been blowing fron the arth Bast for lawo or Shroe éays,
' resitiing 9n the wsual Mich tides that it alwcys brings. I went cover from | 4

Brunmcisld Sotnrday afternoon. IThe naxt norning theore was much rein and vhils
%

at breakfasy 1o xdnd beran rising, .F‘rﬂ wag nothine, hommver, %0 canss 21nIT.
P < wok the omertunity betwesn the ghow.ra to mn dovm Lo the landing

and -sectire the boat, putting the anchar smong. somé ofthe lares roots of tie

the g c&ﬁ_s:;:- trea o tni._r"w on the bank. W were Someiime ot tho bresklfast

table and when am came oub the water wes dn ihe lover parts of -the peaficld.

I want cut there o see how rmuch Lo teas 'rrmld be deraped, thdskine og 4% we
Voo '

about timo fﬂr the »r.!.da ‘o ‘E-u::'n, the worat was over. Codnz to Sio ditchon
the other Eiﬂﬂ. Df {Hl—ﬂ figld; vwhat wes my surprise in sceing the weier ruoming

Lup the -:li.tch as fast as it cotes out aficr g hard ==ix.

'ﬁ For the firvgy tine I feld unsacy and hurried back to the house. ¥When I

> rosehad it the amier wes over rost of the yard and still riwing. Y consulied
2 -4
he ¢ :WT.,, Iﬁ’4‘*r34__11- reagsurad; when the handa poinied the heur for hich smior

"h.c‘ '.Tlvﬂd, I ot oul o beln ferbert get the ohddlbons. We put them in *he
2 mﬁ-ﬁnﬂ‘ﬁ r:a_ e dini 217 rooay Lhen drove Uie piz oy tie kitclen poreh. Considering

ane’intn the housey Herbert to put on dry cloidms z2nd I nnl_-,r o iting

-+ 4 ‘ . 4 -
1o BE** s ter £717'ins 4o de the sayse, e

=L 6ok ?- w o thls tl-., thouph bluwing e brisk gale, the wind wos not causine en
i m:;:_::ftr‘:;-* y Lot the putls b=came more frequent and each pulfl seo od stronser

-

_tha;l_.._i;’:z ong srecoadng it and the tide had not turmed. I watched littfi.-e p::f.u?;eé



and marts on the front fence and was Surprised to sce how very soon the watar

would cover them,

1alen had once or twiea stcsasted thnh I bring uwp stalrs the hread and
othar cooked food from the dininz rooa and I had as often told her it was past
tha tine for iizh sibar and Lhe tido would soely urn new, Heplizing that T
might be too late, I ran doyn inio the store oo, founi the maier coming in
fous avd saller orbicles berisming 4o [loat abeut, I harriedly -ul on shelves
szeh tlinzs as would be injured, then turned my atientiom to the Dowr b_a.rml.
With much troudle I gobt 1% upon a tohle, ALY thiz dire 2 lditeon in the kitclen
wa3 naldng the nosh ear splitling erdes you ever heard and the rmest diztressing.
I vent in thore and tzldns it from a bex where it 'wd pome for pipiection and
which vas floating baclamrd ord forvard, I pub it upen ths window sill, Ierbert
had put sone cidckens tmda:r the stoves I took them and placed tl=n on top Jor
saioly. How sale the ﬂﬁqhﬂ. will show,

The ymtor was now to oy kiees and owdll rising,. Going Inte ihe dining room
I out the clairs on the taule, took 4hw ldinen, ele. fros the sidelioard drawers
.r..ri pal shem on top, Uidnking a1l vos now socure and-thab I would rum up stairs,
vhen thare core = successicn of creshos, the dining reon windows 211 tepeat dn and

the voter up “to uy walst.

: I ecaurht & +in ean ielen used lor breed and dato it T pul evaprihine. catahle
out of the anfe, reombime holiling :the safe with one hand. I saw the sideboard

with ita load ro over, the talle and its Joazd flozling around, dashing arainst
the wall, first on one gide and then on the otler, bringing up socl
crash that would toole over a chalr or w0 and F"" each Tell it 10uld Join thae
mad dange of Lhe wavesy thia slda, then ﬂ& ga % and forth, now topgether,
then aione with such a grinding and crashd as yﬁt naver heard,

ln‘ﬂ.:;}...ﬁr oy tin with food, I made ny way to the hall door as btest I could,
the water up Lo'uy wmwm pitg. She door sas jureed and L'er some tine I eould not

gpen ile, I guoceedod at lost and standing em the sill, was in a quandry. 7o



slep domm would veel loss of oy ting as I would lwe to srin. To stay there
with the waler otill rising, not fo bo thousht of, I was about to ma'm the
phange hen ilelen cordng to the windor in my room opposiie, sow ne and reising
iz sash I ceuld reach her i tine Then gobting upon scne {11'.3-4=.-...‘|1"‘ deoris,

I clirbed in the seme winfow.

I was hardly in wien lother callcd to s o cone in her yoon o5 the shed
roans vere going with the east p:m. Zze 1t did seem so. The piczza was going
up wd dorm e a bucking horse and the waves vere strildng the sides of that
room 1ike a battoring rom,

le quicidy cleared whni wes of 1alue of e room, Lhen retrested to the
parlors Just as w2 entered, Horbert gove a shout and rwmin: to the window we
g the south piazza with the roef, Scporaie from the main body of {he house and
disazpesr. AL this timp the wind wms Wlovding a hurricane, the yard as well as
w2 could soe, leolmd 1ils tle oceazn, rroat vmves chasin: each obher across from
Last %o lest and strildng the trees, the spray ves theem hlgh in the air., Wo
could caly sea to the Vest, on all other sides the air was filled with fiying
= 13 f;['i'-ﬂ drops of rein cirildng yovr face and hards felt like so much shob

lmrled speinst you,

1 saw sameildng then I hove often rad of, bub never saw before, I frog
saw the ¢creat of a woave taken off clean, as though it wich a lodfe and tis ross
ol micy sent flying through the 2ir, like a cvost sheet.

i1he boat I had scoured so well wont Lobbing across tho yardy sudill asttached

Teo the ires. I dgn't Ynow whother the ires smgge gle vozt or the bozt the

tres. It seeted Lo Ue Ynin ond tusihy wdth thes ‘res would te in front,

then the boat. The nig, still clinsing to ita oul of sight on the
crasit of & & eXe. For a timg we could sos fowls engd turieys in a1l stages of .
drowming, but poor- thinsts, it was soon 210 over stk theu, Lema oa aught tuo hens

23 ey vwers pagsing axd goved zhem,

vinen the vater began o thx ir=inst the floor of the pzrlor I feared -
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we would have to get on the roof, as the sufest placo in case She vmlls fell.

iuch to our reliof the water beszan falling aboub tlree ololock and in an
hour after the dargrer was passod.

Helon then pave ws dizror from the din can. The indefatissble glrl
had even hezted water and mads tea,

e woler Iell rapidly and belore nizht 1% was possible o wmlk oty
the wind having noderated 4o 2 pentle breage. T4s hand to cervey an idea of
the destructien wroushi by this stom., Tverr housa on this place, exeent the
dinlling, is elfher wmsted from its fewmdations, or dom, and the yord one
scone of devastation and ruin. Old ecls were prominew=t in —or chdldhood's
recotlection are flat. DIndiserindin-tely they lie, treir lishs prossed and
recrossed in every direction, while minciad vith then arve tha remnants of cheirs,
tables, linen, crocherys everythine broken into bits.

Fother's safe is in bilg scattered in the WopLs, sideboard in piecns mmong
the debris with vivelh the yard is strewn, in saw places sovasal foobt daep.
The beat we found hard and fush in the iidos of a tree on tle edpp of the
myrile hamocks  1ho dead animals; both wild and deuoss ¢; lie plentifully around,

dany ldrds came in fra tha oo ean during the stom. Pelicens b7 the scorg

shaliered themselves aboub tha house and after who storrwaddics feobly to &
river; un=zble to £ly. Frodtis fvom tua frovdes, quita fresh, veve found in the

Fard shoring evideatly that veasles wess lost mesr ths cogst.

Tho stom wms vory destructive on Lha gan

ghore, The hotal Tas fMooded and

varandes washed avay; the vevlor Surnttore, plzroy strewed

over Lho boseh. A11 the protiy eoliaies, Lol e LSRR oz 1ilnd in one
inexiricable mass noxt te tho woods, Toore ool ::-,- i hotisas on thodr side oo

houses with the entire front roney rool rong, in fach vou can find houses in CVarY
imaginable condition, Sizopt thelir progery »nd not standins alons but piled
topather in one preat mass and oixed in anonyy then ars Ve frapmess of Shodr
furniture thst ims 5o recans Ly in zcidve use.

it sesned tunt notldn- wasico haovy, or too strans, to = ,._T'"t'mr the action



of e voves. Yr. Arocld's three gtory houde Fas wmashed from its fcmlda.iil}n?
and stoves, -wings Pot3, ete, Sossod aloud lilw veritable [oot balls. Large

veoasolg were carrisd indond and left Wlgh and dryes It w31} be nocassary L0

iHez then oub.

(ther ferdlics on the Island fared even worse ihen ve did., Some took
refuze in irees and were exposed for hours —— wozen and yebng cldldren — to
the dreadfnl tempest of wind and rain

Cne man, with his wife, who 1ived on Lz Island, %0ok refuse on his roof
when 82 house blew dom, bub soon &m.s viosnied off, VWith desteraie elfort ha
g raached a2 tres, wlth his wife in his ars. Unable 1o pot inbo it ho clung to

2 linh, hﬁldiﬁg faat Lo his wife wnidl she diad;y then ziving up hoe he let go
of her and the linbh, Soon a wave threw him in a messz of drifit wiszo ha clung,
more dead than alive, iy for Vhres days, when he was scon and picted wp h;f

the eraw ol o stegmer. 7R had - drified sixiygtwiles) ey E.r"t‘:t- JEzg of .,ii'ﬂ -

among the neqroes will never be Yciowne Tfmrica £ields vers swepi and
rrast have besn drowmad by oscores. e are ROT very bugropathering fron the
and vwoods fhe frasmoniz Lhad ranain 5:1'10-, I ean pssure you they ove sany tors
thon treive baskels full.

Your affeotionzte

Cetober i0th, 1398




