1
As I sit, moss-covered and crumbling, watching
people tour the island of Jekyll, I wish that I
could speak and find utterance for a1l I have
to tell of Jekyll the smallest of the six
"Golden Isles" lying off the coast of Georsia.
JTts history has been varied and colorful—
part of it I have been privileged to see, and
of part of it I have heard. I am the ruins of
William Horten's two-story home on tke narth
end nf the 3island, and if you listen, I shall
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Many people have come and zone from the shores
of Jekyll, The first inhabitants were the
Guale Indians, who called the island Ospo.

The first Europeans to visit Jekyll were the
French Huruenots, who called it Isle de la Somme

Then in 1566 came the Spanish led by Pedro
Menendez de Aviles wha had established St.
—_Ausustine the previous year. He brought with _
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_him Jesuit priests and built on Jekyll the miss-
ion of San Bueanaventura, but Indian uprisings
and pirate raids forced Spain to abandon her
‘missions which were a part of the colenization

race with bingland. =

In 1733 General James Edward Oglethorpe estab-
lished the colony of Georsia, As a refuge for

cebtorg and as a huffer state between the older

colonies and the eneroaching 2paniards. On an
» =

excursion to.select a site for a fort he saw
Jekyll Island and named it for his friend, Sir
Joseph Jekyll, who had contributed to the found-
ing of Georzia. Once when the opsniards visited
Ozlethorpe, he entertzined them on Jekyll, keep-
ing segeret his fortifications on St. Simons.
When the cocksurs Spanish sailed iun the-Frederic:



With the second group of Georgia settlers came
my owner, William Horton, who was granted 500

__acres on Jekyll Island. He brought with him 16

sndentured servents as slavery was prohibited in
Geprria. He furnished Frederica with vital foog,
and the bharley and heps for Georgia's first

brewery came from his fields. He also built the

home of which I am the remains.

L fter Horton's death the island was owned by
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Clement Martin and Richard Leake, finally coming

jnto the possession of Christopher Poulain du
Bipnon, a frenchman who had fought for the
colanies in the American Revolutien.

Gegrriz had originally forbzde slavery but in

1858 "The Wandereg" , the last ship bringing

 slaves Girectly from Africa landed on Jekyll.

The erew was arrested snd the case caused juite

meatir.
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The island remained in the du Bignon family until
185§ whfn John du Bignon sold it to the Jekyll
Island Club. This private group was composed of

mang socizal leaders including the Vanderbuilts,
fockefellers, and Morgans. o

The dekyll “sland Clubslast season was in 1941,

—the outbreak of war cancelled all plans for

apening.
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In 1947 the island was purchased by the State of
Georgia =s a State Beach Park and has been the

center of controversy since then. ==

_The island and I have seen manm, many things.
We have weatherad storms and hurricanes and shall

weather many more., —a -

_Onee the home of simple Indians Jekyll became
the playeround of milliopaires, but I have seen
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it pass from the hands of an exclusive few to the
inclusive hands of all, and it will bring jov

and nleasure for years Lo Come.



